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oe e Message from the Edite

o all r eadcearst iannude ds uspu-piploorrtat hed tch ams
porte of attthe rst iO&frftiitcalabtoN®um#wiken r df
i

rs
icatiomi se®f ont hGud datimgh elsodges ofr
Mo st Wor shi pfad tPre nfcienaHalplaege. ofLodhg e
Grand Lodge olfetAlearb.a m&hem -Hsiugbens a@ It u tnigo ncjo .
titTheed Cornerséenhe Mesase edwuwsnuedei tyeodu r a rgd
sageGreetingssubject [ i ne |faoglel odisshrotuditids|
I extend my hmafiftofuerl tL oadpgpertebbeime d amse par at
ation to each of you for your Nu mb e r ] Cor neWaosrtd ne o cNuenwmesn-t
unwavering cderlttemﬁrhﬁbrrtte)kszeenrpdle,addlt|ona
excell ence anWdniftoyr Uceedgeea aloenpgdtat @o remeri|H
The Corner st osnenbdleNsivetTehaltsest IAy t i cilrec | fu
as a power fuhelplsatdor mcdcwaameelayndi gperomie
showcase t hesubmmiasns inghaul weeemawhénl sowt
wor k of our i njgutihg diugthi cgpaensf obder seda
throughout t hleo ghelhp gyat eilsddgoen. shi nq,
Al abama. Withplheddes®ulpmigteTs@ag etompd etleetdr
AAVARLCRUNUERUIGIGIEIRAERY v odul find j usal ea odl iampd e alsitf tt , wo amar apgrfce
S BRENCCRNEE t he extraor dicdceatrai Isienrgvi wreoeawdis i hgvalowndd
dedication d evrh@ar s torcact uerdr e dlyo dwgheésn ciatet h g p
our Opdgod tpheantedourand wher edswidtrhy i b &«

| egacy of | e ascheoruslhdi pb er evma pod €&, i and hp ridd
RN ONEN St rong. son, using pronouns | ike |h
, As we |l ook abéad o tfhuey,r 8Ma f"ﬁré‘ﬂf‘a”oﬁg‘g V9
CCRLERRCEICN ¢ i t i ons, | komdlUyg. asfk sbor PURddr§ 8t 1s%e (E9

suspended

members to Members suspended

LAl Reclamation Drive (R Rg. "o e

more affordable

In an attempt to giv[e$255usOpOenrdeeidnsBraateh
fee. opportunity to becowe$2%ctoovqa)§g§ d
these tough economic i mes, our Most_
shipful Grand Master'”h$a255 dO%% i Fs€eldl Sal Tpd tal
— TARHAraveling Again R $I5@matdi ars sRrsageart
RECLAMATION DRIVE (TARP)! |ILELLEEE program i s deS|y rﬁédi te® ABRYoOWw L
(T ) members to reinstate % a Ofdre afford
1 $125.00 Tot al
> l

| wT\ ; Members suspended before June, 200 2, C
reinstate by paying 'ETHBI%fedIVIecSWwahgitwpourp
(1.) It gi ves sus|

more affordabl e me
1 $25.00 reinstatemergtggfoeSetzu%itl;[/ gtjlovessal
T $25.00 taxes ence by increasin

T $25. 00 registratiomefore being forec
1 $50.00 assessment (”Wa{\%eeatw%uryeg"?@nf‘hol
the remaining $150.tfdHde a . cha
ber’s of this jur |

T $125.00 Tot al and reclaim our | o

wi | | be in effect
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3 member

3/4" WIDE 1" ROUND
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5 $5000 6
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112'HIGH 112"HIGH

PANEL W .25 STONES
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SUPPORT

THE PRINCE HALL

'LEGACY,FOUNDATION OF ALABAMA, INC.

PURCHASE YOUR
ALABAMA PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE
LICENSE PLATE

YOUR PLATE MAY BE DISPLAYED UPON
THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF VEHICLES

OFs (@] *private passenger automobiles

4 *pickup trucks

% emotorcycles g G

 epleasure motor vehicles (i.., recreational vehicles) l g
'y

@ ROR

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
https://www.revenue.alabama.gov/license-plates/
(You may purchase the MWPHGL of AL Tags Anytime, You do not have to wait for your renewal Month!)

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG



PAGE 5

The Historical Evol uti on o
A Symbol of Labor, Purity

The Masonic apron stands as a prominent and sym
fraternity Beyond its functional rol e, it embc
constant reminder of the mor al principles and |
from the practical garb @®f dmeeil epamenst basmasons
and evolution of the Craft itself. This article
significance of the Masonic apron, elucidating
embl ems of Freemasonry.

I Operative Origins: The Practical Apron
During the Middle Ages, the earliest aprons wer
construction of cat hedral s, castl es, and bridge:
from sturdy | eather to safeguard their attire
scorching | i me, and airborne debris. These apro
their broadness, thickness, and often equipped
for the chest when necessary.

Essentially, the apron served as a distinguish
skilled | abor, practical knowl edge, and member
association held significant wei ght in medieva
artisans due to the sacred and royal nature o
transcended its role as a mere tool of the trad
to construction, precision, and coll aborative |
I'l. The Transition to Speculative Masonry

With the decline of cathedr al construction and
movement s i n t he 17th century, 0 poepreartaitviev e | oodrg
fis p e culmetmbegent | emen who were interested in the
the Craft rather than the physical act of const

modern Freemasonry.

As speculative Masonry emerged, it preserved ma
tradition. Notabl vy, the apron, initially a tool
mor al and spiritual |l abor . I nstead of | i me and
against vice, corruption, and mor al decay.

The earliest recorded references to specul ati ve
early 18th century. In the early rituals of th
Masons were presented with an apron as part of
brotherhood and theGr moomimi t machi nhgst he Cr af't

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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I I Evolution of the Apron: Styles and Regul ati or

As Freemasonry spread across Europe and the Amer.

stylistic variations. Initially, the specul ati ve
predecessor. Over &imezehawdvehaptehbeapmensmaller
were retained i n hepmaogtee cttao ntgh ed ecsriigogni,n alutc htehset mat e
rough | eather to fine | ambskin, symbolizing purit.)
By the | ate 18th and early 19th centuries, as Mas
regul ations emerged specifying the design, col or,
General ly:

T Entered Apprentices wore plain white aprons wi
T Fell owcrafts incorporated subtle decorations ¢
T Master Masons might have blue trim or rosettes

T officers and Past Masters often possessed mo
representing their specific office.

The use of blue trim, particularly in English and
Masons due to the symbolic association of blue wit
I n contrast, members of the Scottish Ritedor Roya
red, bl ack, pudedoeh oar rmuilng coymbreldi c signi ficance

I V. The Apron as a Mor al Embl em

The Masonic apron holds paramount significance d|
candidate is invested with the apirhe badgegof nat Ma

surpassing even the Golden Fl eece, Roman Eagl e, S
t hem.

This elevated accolade underscores the symbolic ¢
poignant remi nder to Masons of their obligation
construct a just society and enhance their per so
embodies innocence and purity of I|ife. Conseqguent
the Masonic idéalprovemeinbyows résebius comsdumdr,aland
framewor k.

I n numerous jurisdictions, Masons are informed th
rites incorporate the placement of the apron on t
apron transcends its role as a badgeebpDérnal tiamioo
onle obligations to the Craft and to humanity.

V. Notable Aprons in Masonic History

Throughout hi story, numerous historically signifi
iconi c. Among the most renowned is the apron worn
United States and a Master Mason. Hi s apron, bel
embroi dery, is preserved at the George Washington
It is frequently cited as a tangible link between
the American republic

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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Similarly, the apron of Brother Lafayette, the Fre
Revol ution, embodies the international brotherhood
boundari es.

Certain Masonic jurisdictions aldpasmainmgt atime ma pd cowmr

generations or preserving them in museums and Gr ani
the enduring traditions of the Fraternity and the |
VI . The Apron in Contemporary Practice

aprons continue to hold centr a
d Lodges and prescribed by rit
s Some aprons are plain and u

n the present day,
standardi zed by Gran
and symbolic meaning

rs

in the Craft. Ot he are richly embroidered, -incor

seeing eye, or theotcaohscofveypiengtiagemasohr mor al -

Custom aprons have also gained increasing popul ar

speci al ceremoni es. These aprons may incorporate
I

designs, seamlessly blending tradition with person:
Despite moderni zati on, the fundament al symbol i sm
handcr af tpeado daurc emasst he apron continues to function

t h

as a constant rée&momldiegatifondet ovetameirr br et hren, €

VIl . Philosophical I nterpretations
From a philosophical perspective, the Masomiepampatoi
for higher knowledge and service. Just as a | abor
Mason wear their apron to signify readiness for mo
body and the soul, protecting adgmiwisltl| imbgmds ssttad n
Wor k.
In certain interpretations, the apron serves as a
vanity but for service. It does not signify arist
character. Consequently, Bheeapgpmran embBbcdiges:ondadf
l abor, virtue, and fraternity, not in rank or tit]l.
Conclusion: A Timeless Symbol
The Masonic apron, in al/l its forms and variation
evolution from the rough || eather of cat hedr al bui
transformation of Freemasonry from a guild of s ki
[ struction and human advancement .
To the Mason, the apron transcends its ceremoni al
l abor , and a I|ifelong reminder of duty. As |l ong a:
wai st of those who aspire to construct, both physi
RW Dr . L. Ken Col lin

Grand Histori an

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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A Blast from the Past

DN} YR al NEKLFf / 2NB&é& 50 IIz‘[)\yéZ { N S
G KBy vidznt / 2YYdzyAOl a2y Ay . ANXAY3
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The Benefits of Dividend -Paying Stocks in an Investment Portfolio

Divi@gawdng stocks offer a compelling advant ag:é
term growth. These stocks represent companies
sharehol ders, typically in the form of cash pa
stock investing, dividends provide a compl emen
1. Rel i able I ncome Stream

Divigagdng stocks generate consistent cash flo
or | Aooaxcmes ed investors. Unli ke bond interest, d

companies with a strong history of dividend gr
hances purchasing power over the | ong term.

2. Lower Volatility

Hi storicabphbhyjndi et dekd have exhi bditvel dd elneds sp apyreir
Many of these -eetmnpbhiebedrwi vl 6t abl e earnings
ment portfolio during market downturns. Their
tough economic conditions, reflects financi al

3. Tot al Return Enhancement

Dividends can signifi &Gantoltyalc arettruirlmut eRetinvars tii
compounding growth over ti-mermampVvVestyimg. the fb:
c

of the historical returns of major indices |ik
4. Signal of Financi al Heal t h

A steady or growing di &®&i ¢demd i dfetner sS$ingndlss fatau
flow. While not a guarantee of performance, <co
managed business with strong fundamental s.

5 FIl exi bility and Reinvestment Options

l nvestors can choose to receive dividend payou

ment plans (DRI Ps), allowing for flexible inco
without needing additional capital
l ncor por atpayi ndg vetdecmkls i nto a diversified por
and provide a depemakibnge timecmmae walream e t ool
growtrhented investors.
‘F, = ContriRwWt@mregory Cl ark
..-’.’.?Prudentlal Convention Coordinator/ Corp
Bring Your Challenges anfli nancial Planner

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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Keeping our MWPHGL of Alabama
Veterans Informed

Protecting Veterans' Benef it

Understanding | dentity Thef't

l dentity theft occurs when someone steals persona

bank account detail s, medi cal records, account nu
can |l ead to unauthorized purchases, drained bank
name. ldentity theft can have severe consequences

Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits.

Types of Scams Targeting Personal Dat a
i Generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) Scams
i mpersonate real peopl e, busi nesses, or <char
for benefits. They may develop convincing Vv
attacks to trick people into giving money to

i QR Code Scams: With the rise of contactl ess g
QR codes as a quick scam. These codes may ap

or public places, such as parking meters, an
personal data or request payment wunder f al se

1 Phishing: Phishing, al so known as <clickbait,
phone call s, t ext messages, fake websites, a
on |links can | ead veterans to phishing site
devices with mal war e, or request payment f o
constantly wvigilant, alert, and skeptical to
or employment information online put themselyvy

q Romance and Friendship Scams: Fraudsters cr e
media platforms to befriend individuals. Once
details to | ater pressure potential victi ms
passwords, or financi al payment .

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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How You Can Secure Your Dat a

i Screen emails carefully and only open email s
bl ock emails from unknown or suspicious sende

i Be cauti-ops @&mndplipnks on websites, email s, an
device with har mful mal war e.

i Li mit the PII you post onl i ne, such as your
det ai | s. The | ess information scammers can fi

1 Maxi mi ze privacy settings on al/l active soci
unknown users and prevent unauthorized access

1 Do not accept friend or connection requests
Only add friends or connections you know and
online.

i Downl oad strong antivirus software to prote
computer rwuns wunusually slowly or frequently
that it is infected with mal war e.

i Never send bank i nffnmandefononebnyd sp aoyrmeuwnr v etroi f i
Fraudsters create an emergency, threatening
do not send payment. I f you experience ranso
the incident i mmediately.

i Only scan QR codes from truGtadtosentdcest yAbwy
the orgmnwelsiitoem or contacting them directly.

i Contact your VA Privacy Officer. Veterans <ca
compl ai nt regarding an alleged VA privacy Vi
concerns. The VA Privacy website contains VA
information on how to:

* File a Privacy Compl aint.

* Access and download informatdiadrnsheéegt and

privacy.
Taking proactive measures to secure personal dat a
t heft and other types of fraud. During Data Priv.
Veterans keep their per sonal information and bene
been a victim of fraud can find resources to fil

www. v s aofre .cgaolvB 8- 8 4 F B 3 3

For

more information omt ttms: s/ tmmews.,,vadegdew ans can Vv

ContriRWtOGarl ton Jones
Committee on Military and \Y,

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE WWW.MWPHGLOFAL.ORG
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Brother Keith A. Reed

A Guiding Light in Mentorship and S

Reed was featured

Living, where he

n Ma 'y 19, 2025, Br o

f ul interview on Te

a

| ey
found i mpact of consi st ¢
children's -pebhgpnaas wel
founder of Operation Mak
( OPMAD) , Bro. Reed highl
icated role models can help youth build
| & = trust, feel supported,
IMPROVING YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH Iy .
HOW CONSISTENT ROLE MODELS SUPPORT EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING IN KIDS R Br ot h er Ree d ’ a d e d | c at

Morning Star Lodge No.

Bro. Keith A. Reed interviewirﬁigztgﬁqj T;e(?l'heshsiese Qélltlsetyaq_q.k/\

you

evel opment thr ouc
organization, Operation Making a Difference (OPMAD
i mpact of condamsta&mea mBmaorRéde® has championed for

Founded in 2005Ba®©k MA& mBtaetriescisv ea ment oring progr .
mum of 120 dayg. sRegyiognn ehd afnar teatei r famili es, t he
ages of 9 and 18, many of whom face behavioral or
parents or | egal guardians attending at | east one
each é&gc hdielvlel opment .

The pmsogouwrnri culum is both comprehensive and r
such as ment al heal t h, peer pressur e, conflict r e s
sedifsci pline. These sessions are |l ed by a committe
OPMAD also provides tutoring, empl oy ment pl acement
acti viadtfioers ,t haonsded awnh oo pct hi ooonsael Bi ble study to support

During the interview, Br o. Reed emphasized the

role models who guidé&ég yYhand epgepl e Thihoawywgdh OPIMAD,
nurturing environment where youth across Madi son
realize their full potenti al

Bro. BGRemod k i s a reflectido®kdofal Mesni @i $thar | lead¢

vering service to the community. His conviction th
just the individual but society as a whole continu
Sources: The PboWweélLi wifndRodemModel s
ContriWMtDaurean F. Dawkins (No. 50)
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istrict No. 17 proudly celebrates the rece
of Temple Lodge No. 98. I n June 2205 ,e sBr o
for the BulCobutection of Wi sdom and Cul tur ¢

that has already begun making its mark.
According to an AQanoesedioti @ hmd vCaurkftuwle wGol | ect i
humor , and spirit drawn from African Amédhechookul s
descr iibetdriabsut e to the words that réaised us, shaped
At 120 pages, this thoughtful compil ation hono
generati ons. Following its release, t hechblopkcatagdh
rdan i mpressive achievement for an independent publ
Brothecré&anéese contributions exemplify the valuwu
service to others. We are immensely proud of his a
encourage our community to support and cel ebrate t|
Brother Jones demccebebr @i isonwook tlse wi sdom, F
through our families, owwWi hhsgoovesanbdaoned £wvemyta

uncles, aunts, Quat e mmarm othipe sCwlhteyrvewi ces of the p
ration for the f @Gltaukree .whHaits ycoauldln eteod .r ePaadsesr si:t on.

QUOTES % 2
FORTHE %< AVAILABLE

CULTURE NOW
amazon
N

CORWIN JONES

Brot her Corwin Jones
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St. John Lodge No. 2 Serves w
Compassion and Celebrates Outre

n May 10, 2025, the brothers of St. John Lodoc¢
brought the spirit of ¢ o~rPpeaeshsliessn Sanmadd i suer viinc el

they |l ed a massive food distribution effort 1
need, prd®vpongswbhhe when unity meets purpose.

From the break of dawn, a long |ine of cars wrap|]
in the community and the trust pl aced in those stefg
strong, moving efficiently, serving joyfully, and ¢tr

This was more tdah wasaatdefi chmgi dgmonstrati on
have a profound, tangible impact. The success of t he
community members and the invaluable support of Pens

St . John Lodge No. 2 remains firmly committed to

their misdionre damtiilryyessne act of service at a ti me.

On May 17, 2025, St. John Lodge No. 2 extended a
Juliette Chapter No. 6136 ORY, Luynwcheotni ng d hepecihaln
only the season but the enduring partnership and mut

The brothers thoughtfully prepared and served a ¢
tude and fell owship. Each g ubeasyt griefcte,i vseydmbab e raqrai ranigmp gt fdu
for thMeostsibusions to their shared mission of commu

Laughter, connection, and celebration filled the
Lodge No. 2 |l ooks forward to continuing this meanin

through acts of kindness and _un
ContriWMt

i ty.
bk% Turk (No. 2)

Left: Me mber s
No . 2 with Pen
Hearts food di

Ri ght : Member s
Lodge No. &2 [naty®
Luncheon event
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District Eight Preserves Sacred F
Through Masonic Burial Ceremt

n a power ful demonstrati reve.

tradition, the Worshipful I of

came together to conduct ffici
Buri al Ceremony for present at sdi ct
Monthly Training. This | andmar me a I
ment in the preservation @&naaost o f Fr
sacred ritual s.

Under the guidance of Gr alQ uty |
Bel ser, Jr ., Wor shi pful Mast er|f rom
donned full dWwhineealgl oegs]) i apr} een
sproitggs sol emnly exemplify the expe:
craft Their coordinated effor high
nity, decor um, and fraternal r

The recording was | ater present ¢ t he
Mont hly Training session Vvia Mo s t
Grand Master personally commen s of
their exceptional work and de i niti
meani ngf ul contribution to the ctio
suring that the I essons of tr serve
shared with care.

ContriwMteerry Nye,

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE
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Abraham Lodge No. 267 Uplifts Mol
From Gridiron to Classroom

n May 5, 2025, Abraham Lo¢dge No. 267 reaffir

Oduring commit ment to youtlh devel opment bly ma

ond donation t o &Cafrovoetrb alil ghpr ®agh aaonl,
continuing itsésupipedritngofsttaheé offeamhe contributi on
videsnemedédd nutritional resourcgs to sustain the at
for excellence on and off the filel d.

The gesture goes beg9pondrphiyslctal anbet i €fimenit
t hat Masons build not only bettler men, but strlonge
porting these young athletes, the | odge is investir
mi nationtemamdsloangss.

During their wvisit, | odge members were wel clomed
and Carver staff, who offeredftd@pprivate tour off the
art field h odudsees.i ghleae f &c isluiptpyo-r+ pt—ayer g—F—o—w-t y e
rowmd ovi des an i deél nhosnse ofnortotmml%oc?ggtarkgjlrgﬂ]agm Lo
i mpact. Coach Head expressed hig, gl ﬂ{|,gguddeonatelr’noonhat<
proper nutrition within the new Sscp,&gpocyvtlblaluhg}@grpal
energi zed, particularly during he s ummer months wt
essenti al

This initiative stands as a [shining exampl e of
2690dedication to Gupyodthngndonstgemgthwening the
bonds between the fraternity and the next generjatio

On May 6, 2025, Abraham Lodgle No. 267 <cel ebrate
preciation Week by visiting Bl ojunt El ementary Jand
personally thank the educatorés fam-d support staff s
tur e. In heartfelt fashi on, thel brothers arrivijed b
and war m dfsemlalldwsthoikpens of deep a i i t hos
cate their lives to educating tH on

Wor shipful Master Nye captifo f th
every teacher, staff member, angdg . We
you. We oHiammkworodis r el eotmed t tmked
ingful community engagement and educ
society.

The visits were filled with nuit
strengthening the bond between d t |

ation community.

ContriWMtBer

THE CORNERSTONE MESS AGE

of Abraham Lo
visiting schools duri
AfDNPpecik&)on Week.

Me mber s

ry Nye, Jr .
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